[The effect of the intratracheal administration of americium-241 on rat alveolar macrophages].
In experiments in rats it was found that 241Am transitory decreases the total cell number and alveolar macrophage's percentage in bronchoalveolar lavage fluid (BALF): increases the macrophages size and nuclear size; and increases acid phosphatase and lactate dehydrogenase activities in BALF. It was suggested that 241Am causes and activation in the alveolar macrophages which probably appears as one of factors provoking lung injuries.